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Washington State Society of Enrolled Agents 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

June 27, 2017 
 
In attendance: 

President    Virginia Goldman, EA 
Immediate Past President  Ed Harris, EA  
President-Elect   Stephen Nehen, EA 
Vice President   DirkRhynsburger, EA 
Treasurer    Sandra Robb, EA  
Secretary    Catherine (Kate) Grubb, EA 
Director     Lily Tran, EA 
Director    James McLaflin, EA 
Office Administrator  Michele Allen, EA  
 
Absent:  
Susan Anderson, EA 

 
Call to Order 
President Virginia Goldman called the meeting to order at 12:20 PM. 
There were 34 members present and 8 non-members. 
 
Minutes 
Minutes were provided in the meeting packet. Dick Schmidt moved to accept them as 
presented, and the motion was seconded by Evonne Cada. The motion carried. 
 
President's Report 
Virginia Goldman reported that during her term of office as president the board tried to 
bring more value to the membership with new extra education seminars which have been 
very popular. She commended the society's office administrator Michele Allen, who she 
says has done a great keeping our new web site current. WSSEA plans to hold a 1031 
exchange talk in August and probably more dinner seminars. We are still participating in 
the Renton Biz Fair and the Working Together Symposium.  In January  we will hold our 
Tax Update with speakers for Jennings.  President-Elect Steven Nehen attended National 
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APEX last year, and Jim McLaflin went to the fly-in in Washington, DC. We hope to 
have more information on the 2018 convention very soon. 
  
Treasurer Report 
Sandra Robb reported we have money in our bank account. A budget for the next fiscal 
year will be presented to the new board within their next 2 meetings. 
 
Fly-In  
Jim explained that the Fly-In is a one day meeting with the staff of our elected legislature. 
He was on a 6 member team, half from Oregon and half from Washington. Their purpose 
was to put a face to NAEA priorities. They glossed over tax reform since Oregon and 
Washington Representatives were all democrats and weren't in a position to do much 
about that. Some representative staff were interested in IRS reform, since one member 
was on the IRS Reform Committee. The team talked about the need for appropriate 
staffing for the IRS and oversight. They explained how the non-filer gap would grow 
without sufficient IRS staff. They presented a white page prepared by several groups 
including NAEA, NSTP, NATP, &AICPA. They hoped to see a push on the e-signature 
bill soon.  
 
Working Together Symposium 
Kate said that the WTS would be held once again in the Washington State Convention 
Center. This year's date is a little later than usual--Friday November 17th. Kate asked the 
membership for their input on what topics they would like to see covered. 
 
WSSEA Forum 
Sandra Robb reported that the first forum included conversation and a round table 
discussion of tax topics. Information about the next forum will be posted on the web site. 
Currently the plan is to hold it on July 26 at the Federal Way Library. 
 
NAEA Benefits and NAEA PAC 
Virginia said that national was committed to helping the local affiliates. Michele included 
a list of benefits of membership and PAC information in the meeting packets. 
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Elections of the 2017-2018 Officers. 
Immediate Past President and Nominating Committee Chair Ed Harris explained that 
with the new staggering election system the following current board members would 
remain on the board until next year's election: 
Vice-President Dirk Rhynsburger, EA 
Treasurer Sandra Robb, EA 
Director James McLaflin, EA 
Director Lily Tran. EA 
A slate of nominees for the changing positions was handed out to replace the one in the 
meeting packet (which was incomplete). 
Immediate Past President: Virginia Goldman, EA 
President: Stephen Nehen, EA 
President Elect: Catherine Grubb, EA 
Secretary: Mary Williams, EA 
Director: Dena Masuda, EA 
Director: Kathy Fazendin, EA 
 
Dick Shmidt made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot, and the motion was seconded by 
Barbara Culver. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ed encouraged all members to make themselves available to help with WSSEA business. 
He said that participating in the Society has enhanced his life. 
 
Good of the Order 
The members brought up no additional topics.  
 
The annual meeting adjourned 12:49 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Catherine Grubb, EA 
Secretary 
 


