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Highline College 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m.  Board members in attendance were Laura, Lily, 
Mary, Sandra, Dirk, Jim and Kate. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
The minutes from last year’s annual meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Profit and loss and balance sheet were provided.  The organization is in the 
black this year through May.  At this time we have $23,651.78 in the bank.  The question was 
asked, to whom were condolence gifts sent?  They went to Steve Nehen, Barbara Culver and 
Richard Nichols.  No further questions, the reports were accepted pending audit. 
 
President’s Report:  Kate reviewed education events held in the past year, including three 
webinars, the Working Together Symposium and our two-day Tax Update with new speakers 
that was very well received.  Our SEE committee has a commitment from Edmonds Community 
College to teach an EA prep course there this fall.  A second course is in the planning stages in 
the Bellevue area.  Fabio Ambrosio has developed a course for a graduate certificate in Taxation 
at Highline College as well.  Plans for the coming year include Huston and Gorczynski returning 
for our Tax Update, more educational webinars and a tax court seminar this fall.  If we end the 
year with enough money, our bylaws require us to use some of it to send a board member to 
the Schuldiner/Smollan Leadership Academy held by NAEA.  We hope to send President Elect 
Jim McClaflin. 
 
Administrator Report:  Michele reported that this is her fourth year as administrator.  She takes 
phone calls weekly from people looking for help finding an EA, and from people wanting an EA 
prep course.  Our membership is 226, which is almost the same as last year.  She encourages 
everyone to join the WSSEA Facebook page, which is a good place to look for employees and 
ask questions.  She will not be sending out emails advertising when someone is looking for a job 
any longer. 
 
Working Together Symposium:  Kate reported that the event was successful and has money in 
the bank.  The webinar cost $10,000, and only had a small loss, which was worth it to bring it to 
a wider audience.  IRS employees who have worked with us and supported us are retiring, so it 
is possible we will not have this event much longer.  WTS 2019 is scheduled for November 14 at 
Washington State Convention Center in Seattle. 
 



Educating America:  Mary elaborated on the SEE courses that will be taught in the fall and 
asked for volunteers who might be interested in helping establish a course outside the Seattle 
area.  She promised to let everyone know when registration is open so we can send our 
employees.  Michele noted that there is a $100 discount on NAEA membership for recent 
passers of the SEE.  NAEA also offers a free membership to students who are working on 
passing the exam. 
 
Apex:  Mary reported on her attendance at the May Apex meetings in Washington DC. 
 
Membership committee:  Dirk reported that our state membership is down two from last year, 
so essentially flat.  He has had difficulty getting reports from NAEA about who is a member, 
who is joining and who is leaving.  He has a new name to contact to try to get this information.   
 
Fly in:  Quinn reported on his experience attending the Fly in.  He encouraged anyone who is 
interested to sign up, there are always more people who want to attend than spaces available.  
Quinn provided NAEA’s agenda to discuss with Congress this year: 1.  Adequately fund IRS;  
2.  Minimum standards for paid tax return preparers; and 3. Enact Electronic Signature 
Standards Act.  Quinn reported that Congressman Adam Smith and Senator Maria Cantwell’s 
staff were warm, welcoming and helpful. 
 
Michele pointed out the NAEA brochure included in the meeting materials, with the benefits of 
an NAEA membership.  Benefits include the magazine and the PAC advocating for us.  We can 
still access taxpayer transcripts thanks to the work of NAEA.   
 
Old Business:  scams.  Kate reminded everyone that there are scam emails going out 
supposedly from her.  She will never email anyone and ask them for money or to buy her gift 
cards.  If you think someone is asking you for a legitimate payment, please get verbal 
confirmation before sending it.  This is not just us having this problem, it was mentioned at 
APEX that many states and other non-profits are having the same issue.  It would be a good 
idea to let any non-profits you are involved with know about this. 
 
New Business:  we are always looking for volunteers.  Areas needed include convention, people 
willing to do a quick webinar for Fall education, suggestions on education topics.  These can 
include tax practice as well as tax topics. 
 
The nominating committee presented a slate of candidates for the next term.  They included:   
 
Immediate Past President:  Barbara Culver EA 
President:  Catherine Grubb EA 
President-elect:  James McClaflin EA 
Secretary:  Mary Williams EA 
Director:  Dena Masuda EA 
Director:  Quinn Combs EA 
Director:  Jeffrey Ames EA 



 
 
There was a nomination for Eddie Harris to run for Immediate Past President as a write-in 
candidate since Steve Nehen is unable to serve.   
 
Sandra Robb moved and Carol Calhoun seconded that we vote on the slate as presented.  Eddie 
Harris was elected as a write-in candidate as Immediate Past President.  Quinn Combs and 
Jeffrey Ames were elected unanimously to director positions.  Dena Masuda received a majority 
of votes. 
 
Board members in their second year are: 
 
Vice President:  Dirk Rhynsburger EA 
Treasurer:  Sandra Robb EA USTCP 
Director:  Lily Tran EA 
Director:  Laura Raynes Walker EA 
 
Good of the Order:  if anyone is interested in helping to build a local chapter, please let the 
board know.  Right now we don’t have any chapters.  Lily and Laura are planning to start a 
social activities group for all members.  Quinn is interested in starting a chapter in the Bellevue 
area.  Dick Schmidt stated that there is a group in Auburn that meets regularly.  It was 
suggested that we put together a resource list of what already exists.  There is interest in a 
Spokane area group.  Sandra said that we used to have two groups but no one wanted to lead 
them so they faded away.  There aren’t a lot of members on the east side of the state.  It was 
suggested that we could reach out to meet other tax professionals, not just EAs.  Possibilities 
would be attorneys, CPAs, and financial planners.  We can publicize opportunities to all of 
them. 
 
Two gift cards were awarded to attendees. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Mary M. Williams EA 
WSSEA Secretary 
 
 


